[MRI of the GI tract: technical considerations and future applications].
Barium enema remains the reference method for the detection of morphological intraluminal alterations of the bowel. Optimal filling of intestinal loops allows high diagnostic sensitivity and specificity. US, CT and MRI are useful diagnostic procedures in the evaluation of mural and extramural alterations. In recent years, MR-enteroclysis and MR colonography have been developed, both enable the evaluation of luminal, extraluminal and mural alterations of the bowel. While these modalities provide good imaging evaluation of the bowel, visualization of the different layers, as seen on US, is still not available. Use of high resolution endoluminal coil on MR could improve mural evaluation of bowel to differentiate inflammatory diseases and provide accurate TNM classification of tumoral lesion with minimally invasive procedure.